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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 03423 020927Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SP-02 AID-05 TRSE-00 SS-15 
STR-07 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO FRB-01 
INR-10 NSAE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 LAB-04 SIL-01 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PA-02 DOE- 11 SOE-02 
DOEE-OO /093 W 

086639 020932Z/15 

O 020848Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5745 

UNCLAS TOKYO 3423 

PASS COMMERCE FOR WEIL/GARNITZ, STR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, BTRA, JA, US 

SUBJECT: TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE: JAPAN IMPORT PROMOTION 
MISSION TO THE U.S.-MITI VICE MINISTER MASUDA TO ACCOMPANY 
SPOKESMAN GROUP 

REF: TOKYO 3396 

1 . MAINICHI ARTICLE QUOTED REFTEL INDICATED THAT MINORU 
MASUDA, MITI VICE MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, WILL 
"ACCOMPANY" THE SUBJECT MISSION. MITI SOURCES CONFIRM THAT 
MASUDA WILL JOIN SPOKESMAN GROUP IN CLEVELAND ON FRIDAY, 

MARCH 10 AND TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON ON SATURDAY, MARCH 1 1 
(ARRIVING 3:23 P.M. VIA UA 702). HE WILL LEAVE WASHINGTON 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, ARRIVING NEW YORK AT 4: 19 P.M. VIA 

AA 624. HE LEAVES NEW YORK THURSDAY MORNING, MARCH 16 
FOR THREE-DAY TRIP TO OTTAWA AND TORONTO. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MINOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
MASUDA'S ITINERRY WHILE IN U.S. AND THAT OF THE 
SPOKESMAN GROUP, HE WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCOMPANY GROUP 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 03423 020927Z 

FOR MOST OF ITS SUBSTANTIVE SCHEDULE, AND IS EXPECTED 
TO DO SO. ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS FOR MASUDA ARE 
BEING MADE BY JAPANESE EMBASSY. MASUDA'S JOINING THE 
MISSION IS YET ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE 
ATTACHED TO THIS PROJECT BY GOJ AND PROBABLY ALSO 
REFLECTS MASUDA'S OWN PERSONAL INTEREST. MITI HAS 
NOT ASKED US FOR ANY ASSISTANCE OR APPOINTMENTS FOR 
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MASUDA IN THE U.S. 
MANSFIELD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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